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BOOK had the characteristics of the Greek Herakles and the Vedic , ^ __ Indra; and hence when the Eoman became acquainted with the Greek hero, whose name so closely resembled that of one amongst his own ancient gods, he attributed to his own Hercules the deeds which were rightly told of the son of Alkm&n6, and doubtless also of the god into whose place he was thus intruded. The god thus displaced was, in M, Breal's judgment, the deity known as Sancus or Eecaranus. The former, answering to Zeus Pistios of the Greek and the Dius Fidius of the Latins, imparted to the Ara Maxima the peculiar sanction which rendered all oaths there taken inviolable.1 The name Eecaranus, which is actually given by Aurelius Victor as that of the slayer of Cacus,2 must in Mi. Br^al's judgment be referred to the root cri, or fcn, which has furnished to Sanskrit, Greek, and Latin a large number of words denoting the ideas of creation and power. M. Breal cites from Pestus the word cerus as an epithet of Janus,3 and connects with it the Greek Kronos and the K6res, who have power over the life and death of men.4 If then Caranus or Garanus, is the maker, Eecaranus must be the god who makes again, or who, like Dahani-t, renders all things young; and thus Eecaranus would denote the Re-creator, and so theEecu-perator or recoverer of the cattle stolen by Cacus, Geryon or Vritra, When, however, the EomaD, becoming acquainted with Greek myths, found the word Alexikakos among the epithets of Herakles, he naturally came to regard Eecaranus as only another name for that hero. But the quantity of the name Cacus leaves no room for this identification. The first syllable is long, and the word, given by Diodoros under the
1 Bre"al, Hercule et Cacus, 57.   The    here preserved the genuine Roman tra-
name Semo with which that of Sancus    dition.
is so often connected is an epithet denofc- s ' Buonus cerus es, duonus lanus.* ing fertility and wealth, as in ' semen:'    The namo is found on a cup preserved and Herculus himself is necessarily in-    in the Gregorian museum at Home and eluded in the number of the Semones,    inscribed ' Ceri Poculom/ along with Ceres, Pales, and Flora.               * /o)pes Bwdroio. The words jtl/xw , * Orig. Gen. Rom. yi. ' Recaranus    and Kolpavos have passed into the notion quidam, Graecae originis, ingentis cor-    of mastery from the obvious fact that pons et magnarum vinum pastor. , . .    he who has made a thing must hare Hercules appellatus.' That Victor should    power over it. So Kpatvw is to decree, look on Kecaranus as strictly a Greek    because an effectual command can be word is not surprising; but as it does    given only by him who has a constrain-not occur in any Greek myths, the    ing authority, j. e. who can mak<j others evidence becomes conclusive that he has    do his bidding.